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After the T heolo

I This is what thg Chgrgh,is said, to wang, noi, purty men, bu

i
£

' | temperate, sober, well-ju : 1
no-meaning, between the Scylla and Charybdis of Aye and No.”
Newman: History of My Religious Opinioni from 1-39 t

gin persons to guide 11 through the « :

" YEITHER Mr Gaitskell's original intention to abol:sh C:
Labour’s constitution, nor Wednesday's * comprotaise ”

.y . fetaip it while explaining that it does not mean whor 1t s+

the palicy of any next Labour government by a tittle. But t e late:

comedy is bound to heighten discussion about whether there will € ¢
Labour” government at all. "An increasing numter of «xperi: g

obscrvers, at home and even more abroad, are now iiclined : > assu:

ion

i

r 56 middle of the road voters w
iSe ‘that Labour’s policies are many years ou: of dat:: th:: ¢

0

for pur ';}mc. Iy is saj:

1]
Uy

»

w3101,
1eef of

&4,

s Four of
Jrecment to
i wilt affect
@t Of tragi-

decide Bri:ish eleciions 1« v

tb‘La})guLZ' s, dving ; that the party fs‘rkeg)a‘x_"dediby the }vubliq
'fci»gﬁs (i sometimes thwarted) nationalisers ; that its tierna
. dohtradictions are gradually making it impossible for its leacers «
iquy coberent, policies ; and (though by all experiznce ths woi.
unjikely) that the party may soon begin to break up iio sci-rare pieces.
In a week when Labour leaders have admittedly shows thei:

Sthons' to see how far ‘they bear any refation to facts
. +.#he first three of them almost_certainly exaggerate Lanour's
twp.years ago this week, when, the Torrington by electior was :
was the Tories who were in the mire ; if a gener:l electic n ha
that time, a Labour government would have been returne i witt
.ﬁt{)ﬁaﬁy over ':‘(‘5'0' in the House." ""T'he ‘policies proffered “ry the
.today aze not nqticeably more old-fashioned or irrelevant thar: thos:

government that would have been elected then ; the main thing tha: -

g@ﬂe@w% is S?%%%J:?‘%‘?é»%%‘cc

fom recession to

oom. Again, €

fgqy'g more popula- as &«
; ass loyalty o Labo i is b+
&bwih™a diminishing asset, but its death from natural cause: is

lingering than speedy ; the residual feeling that the “jarty
workers ’ means that Labour would require heavier blows to knock :

eut of its position as second patty in the state than the Liber: is did * -

and thirties.

g

The prevalence in the public mind of th. bog
n has been overestimated by both Mr Gaitskel’ and
rectors ; the public knew long before Mr Gait-kell's € tause
- ;1 hanestly began to explain it to them that his patty are not w holes: i
but hypocrites.
"It is the other two disabilities of the Labour party ‘hat a
worrying. They do hold out some threat of a pro.ess of ¢ :lf-sts :

during a generation of Tory rule. The first of these danyers i
of compromise and internally diplomatic doubletaik is be zomir ¢

| gﬁl?g %%9&%

ideas. Lab

becom

o

ing the

R A

Jaovsment that it may soon no long:r provije a
igent men can see any real hope of vorking ut ne-
r politics are

art of impossible verba’
R )
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. Mr Gaxtskell’s expenence with lx:s own nexw testamcm which

he started to write as a brave and thoughtful challenge for a
new world, is the present case in, point.
Eleven of the twelve points tHat Be originally subraitted to
the executive on Wednesday were expressions of high flown
sentiments with which almost everybody could agree, chiefly
because most of them have na relevance to possible state
action ; nobody is going to vote against “ the brotherhood of
man,” but no government decree is going to bring it about
either. Even the parts of these eleven ‘points that do pretend to
affect future state policy would be acccpt« d by most people,
t]mugh the advantage of writing them into « party constitution
is obscure. But the xmmedlate atzention of the country is
inevitably being concentrated on the twelfth point-—on the
new testament’s wording about natlonahsarmn As the clause
has finally been amended by the executive, Mr Gaitskell has
been constrained to say that he
is convinced that all these social and cconomic objectives
can be achieved only through the extension of common owner-
. ship substantial enough to give the communiry power over the
. commanding heights of the cconomy, including State-owned
industries’ and firms, Producer. anq! Consumer Co~0peranon
: Municipal Ownership, and’ pubfxc participation in private con-
cerns. In recognising that, both public and private enterprise
have a place in. the ecanomy, [Labour] believes that further
_ extensions of common omm:rshlp should be decided from time
to time in the light of these objectives, .
I Mr Gaitskell really believed cnthusxasucally that a “sub-
stantial ** dose of all these dng—b;scmty doctrines was the only
way to achieve his social and ecoponiic objectives, there would
be room for interesting debate thh hiri.  Bup everybody
knows thiat he does nor believe this’; he believes wearily that
- -proclaiming-them is-the only way of -appensing his mnilitants.
And this must raise the qucsuon of how long this mtelhgent
man, and the intelligent coterie around him, can bear to put
up with the intellectual mdlgmtles of their present position—
However pleased he may temporanly feel that he achieved a
“ compromise ” on Wednesday. o

T HE second main danger before the L:bour party is that
Tmen may be increasingly driven away from it because
they feel as great a derision for its bitter battle of personalmes
ds they db for the vacunm in its polxcms Ir a sense, of coutse,
a real split in the party now might be'its quis *kest and healthiest
way back to power. If Mr Foof, Mr Mikirdo and the other
genuine fundamentalists were in fact to hive themselves off

into a separate organisation, they would get as tiny a vote

from the British public in clection fights ag:inst official Labour
candidates a5 Mr Zﬂhacu“ and his suppor-ers did when they
were hived off as mdcpendent socialists ™ in” 1950, But

the fast few months have shown that Mr Gaitskell’s semor‘

colleagues will not help him to draw a clear and commonsense
line of policy that would dehberately corapel a small band

of fundamentalist zealots to trim themselves off unheeded in.

this way ; instead they have ncarl all heen angling their
speeches (as on Wednesday they angled their votes) o attract
as much agproval as possible from the zealdts, while not quue
nblx%lng Mr Galtskcil himself to remgn The reason is

: La‘bonr ngh Cbmthand ha"vmg ‘been starved of

:pohc:r;
’fncdla-n al royal court, in which a small band of favourites, a
_rather ‘arger band of potential rebels, and a t.]zquf: of tradﬁf‘
, union_barons are largely intent upon a personal struggl ot

~have #n the divisions in the party.
-opinict: proves to have turned mysteriously back to Labour.

. principles of some of jts minor zealots, but the spineless expedi-

* compdie it, umnhiblted by .
"« resigt all forms of collective intolerance and pr ciudice.”

" the corxmumty as a whole.”

for mnf: years, has ceased to‘%gvam
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mto effect ; it has become much mgre ixkc sqms;

power, while publicly protesting that they are dumg no h
thing, | ‘

Is t}us struggle bound to go on, until the party has torn

itself tr pieces 2 There is one thing that could very quickly
" stop 1t The source of Mr Gaitskell's control over his
“and nq:»st of its policy durmg the last Parliament q
. he wag regarded as a prospective source of patrouage ;

_believgd to be a probable future Prime Minister, whu ,vould

one daﬂ, have ministerial pffices to hand out, The main soyrce

of his difficulties today is that he is no longer reully regarded
in tlus} hght, because many of his immediate lieutenants have
,vaught from the professional commentators the discase of

Lxcessgsessmusm about their prospects. The first by-clections
of thig Parliament were takmg place on Thursday, and the

- results will be known by the time this issue of The Economist

is in rgaders’ hands ; as we write it is impossible to forecast

- whether the divisions in the party will have much effect upon

the vofing, but it is easy to guess the effect that the voting will
If the tide of public

because satisfaction with the Tories has fallen off, then most

“of the’ present factionalism and inspired anti-Gaitskellism in
“the Labour! party will magically disappear.

But if the tide
of opitiion is still running the other way, if Brighouse has
gone Securély Tory and if the Liberal alternative to Labour
has mdde sttiking headway at West Harrow, then the process
of demdoralisation in and about the Labour party is very likely

indeed to acquire -a new and. dangerous momentum: of
its owh.

Noﬁony can tell what would happen then. The rel trouble
with Labour today is not the obstmatelv anachronistic

ency—ithe words are not harsh enough—of some of its Ieadmg
men. 'They have now willingly made their leader and their

party @ laughing stock rather than risk losing any of their

personel mtra-party prestige or risk facmg a row at their
annual union conferences Of course, it is part of Labour’s
credo that men can be changed. One day, any frue sccialist

“ must “believe, the present Labour High Command might
:suddehly and magically become a community *

e :wg,nxsy;wg
that . : . anarchy and the struggle for power . . . must lead 1o

unwe:"ml destruction,” determined that everybody’s “ effort,
_skill and creative energy be contributed to the common good.”
“re;cctih “ selfish, acquisitive canons,” *standmg for a soclety

“ with natural, fnendly relations between the individuals who
false values,” resolved to

submdmatmg all concentration of power to the ,gm rests of

o E‘!s original draft

ught 16 seée suffused

Thése ‘are all ideals that Mr Gazt

of a h w constitution
IO % ltcb(g N@?l&%‘ This winter’s sad story of
63 blbckes

reform suggests that he had better con-

centr = on seeing them %nffuscd through Labnur 5 nutxona}

ve romrr fnstead.
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